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SUBJ CANADIAN MILITARY SEARCH FOR ARMORED VEHICLES NARROWS 

REF OTTAWA 202 

1. IN PRESS RELEASE DATED FEBRUARY 14 CANADIAN 
DEFENSE MINISTER JAMES RICHARDSON ANNOUNCED THAT 
"THE SEARCH FOR A NEW FAMILY OF GENERAL PURPOSE, 

WHEELED ARMORED VEHICLES FOR THE CANADIAN ARMED 
FORCES HAS BEEN NARROWED DOWN TO ENTRIES FROM BRAZIL. 
SWITZERLAND AND THE UNITED STATES." 

2. ACCORDING TO THE RELEASE, ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

FOR THE AVGP (ARMORED VEHICLE GENERAL PURPOSE) INCLUDES 
SUCH FACTORS AS OPERATIONAL PERFORMANCE, TECHNICAL 
SUITABILITY, INDUSTRIAL POTENTIAL AND PROGRAM PRICE. 

THE US COMMANDO, THE SWISS PIRANHA, AND THE 
BRAZILIAN URUTU ARE THOSE BEING CONSIDERED. 

THE THREE WILL UNDERGO WINTER TRIALS DURING 
FEBRUARY AND MARCH TO DETERMINE THEIR PERFORMANCE 
UNDER COLD- WEATHER CONDITIONS. 

3. THE RELEASE CONCLUDES BY STATING THAT THE 
"FORCES' REQUIREMENTS AT PRODUCTION TIME WILL 
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ON FINAL SELECTION.' 1 

4. COMMENT: THE PURCHASE OF THESE VEHICLES IS 
IN KEEPING WITH THE MILITARY PROGRAM ANNOUNCED BY 
MR. RICHARDSON ON JANUARY 17 (REFTEL) AND DOES NOT 
REPRESENT NEW EXPENDITURES FOR THE BUDGET. 
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